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ATTENTION IRISH McCALLA PIN-UP and “SHEENA, QUEEN 
OF THE JUNGLE” FANS! 

Like to have a sexy, autographed picture of the stunningly 
gorgeous, incomparable IRISH McCALLA to hang on your 
wall? Or how about owning one of Irish's beautiful art prints? 
Besides being a dream girl, the multi-talented Ms. 
McCalla is an award-winning artist! For a brochure of 
photos, art works and other memoribilia, please send 
$1.00 plus a S.A.S.E. to: McCalla Enterprises 

HC 32 Box 218 

Prescott, AZ 86303 
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RETRO READERS WRITE! 


‘Matthow Winczork 
120 N. Michigan Streot 
Plymouth, IN. 46563-2133 

Thank you utmostly for reviving 
‘AND reprinting the beloved Golden: 
‘Age heros. 

I'm a young Golden-Age tan 
who's been seeking a source like you, 
‘Your service supplies tho Upcoming 
fans-o'-vintage comics that the sea 
‘soned dealer in Comic Book Market 
place #52 hopos for (re: letters col 
mn of that mag), and will soe. 

Also, Mr. Black, you and your 
friends wonderfully and lovingly ham- 
age the groat old style as can wall be 
‘3000 in CatMan Retro No.0. 

\'m supporting your commitment 
‘via M&M Comic Service, Orland Park, 
i 


Please send me your backlist of 
abundantly-craved reprinte ($1 en- 
closed) and keep preserving and ro- 
newing the seeds which have sown 
the world of comics. 

‘Also, please let your readers 
know how (including grabbing all Retro 
releases) they can support your good 
work, 


Doar Motthow, 
Guys like you are the No. 1 rea- 
son we do these books. We want t0 
create a new generation of Golden- 
Aga lovers which will in turn create 
Collectors for those "seasoned deal- 
rs" you mentioned. You can learn 
‘about the Golden-Age thru AC reprints 
afore shaling out big bucks fr org 
As to how to holp, we have pre- 
‘printed postcards available FREE if you 
‘know some poople you'd like to send 
‘them to. It wil give them info on what 
AC does ta preserve comic history and 
{oll thom how to order our catalog, 


Charles Sperling 

Apt. 4-6 

37-15 Parsons Boulovard 
Flushing, NY 11354-5814 


Dear Bill and Mark, 

"But even with 44 pages there 
wasn't room for a lotter cal,” you 
‘wrote in the "Retrotorial” to The Origi- 
‘nal Holyoke Cat-Man and The Kitten 
Retro Comies No.3, Bill, yet I'm not 


the sort of letterhack who takes that 
letter of com- 


League of the Rotting Dead” 
had it sl: the return of the evil Panda 
rom Fighting Yank Rotro #1); a doll- 
cious bad girl in the “unholy creation” 
the Kitten dubbed the Rat Lady; a no- 
less-toothsome good girl in the 
Kitten.....the art was lean and excit- 


“Hog Wild” gave Mark Heike 3 
chance to go it alone, and he made 
the most of it, Katio was as cute as a 
youthful ward as she was as a grown 
Woman, and her puns would have 
dalighted a certain Boy Wander... 
splendid five pages, Mark. 

“The reprints you've run have been 
of high quality, and, visually, | liked 
“The Skyway Bandits” very much, 
However, the writing was too upfront 
‘and too explicit: it told us more than 
we needed to know, andit could have 
benefited fram one of Katio’s puns. 


Doar Chartes, 
Finally, a Retro Comic letter col- 
mol. It seems reader Richio Frosch 
liked those puns as much as you did. 
‘He wrote, “Toll Mark 1 really pigged 
‘out on his Catman stary in the Retro 
Comic. Super job! If her doesn't 
Watch out, he'll be *hogging” all the 
puns from Batton Lash! We're glad you 
‘enjoyed Mark's art and story. 

For reader Josoph Acevedo, seeing 
the AC staff switching rolas is the 
highlight of the Retro Comic Serivs 
"We get to seo art from Bil, Mark, 
‘Stephanie, Erie and Dick.” 

Rogarding the Australian Catman 
reprint, while you found the writing a 
bit bland, reader Daniol Patti had the 
‘opposite reaction. He thought the retro 
stories were “too bland” (212) and re 
‘ally liked the Aussie reprint because 
hhe finally got to read a John Dixon 
story. 

Ditforent strokes for different folks. 
Charles Sperling also wrote that it's 
obvious that AC feels, "you know you 
can just have fun with our Retro 
books." Although this issue's TARA Is 
“serious” or rather without humor, 
‘most of Bill Black's rotros such as 
FIGHTING YANK, will have some hu- 
‘mor, The up-coming ALL HERO RETRO 


COMIC annual will havo alt stories 
written by Mark Heike who will bring 
hhis own individual approach to the 
Story telling. 

‘In another letter, Danial Patri was 
confused about the MICROMAN ro- 
int in Retro Comic No, 2. Since Ml 
CROMAN is an AC created character, 
how could he have a story in the 
1950's? Ho couldn't-- so wo ro: 
Worked a stary in public demain fe 
turing another diminutive hero and 
turned it into MICROMAN. Tho origi- 
nal character's name is being used by 
‘anothor publisher today, AC's Micro- 
Iman has his own background, but we 
thought you'd enjoy the ofd 60's talo 
anyway, 


slim Johnston, 
43-608-10th Stroot 
New Westminster 8C 
V3M 327 Canada 


Dear AC Comics, 

{really liked the Retro Comic, 
Fighting Yank. I liked the art and | 
thought it suited the story and its 
theme and its era (mid 50's} very wel. 
| thought the story was good too. | 
liked the way the basic storyline came 
through the four now stories eantinu 
ity... there were all kinds of cleaver 
touches throughout that made it fun 
0 r0ade ase 


Dear sim, 

Thanks, Bill had a great time do- 
ing his thing with this iesue of Retro 
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AC COMICS- Box 521216 
Longwood FL - 32752 


As it tums out, TARA jis the longest running contem- 
porary jungle girl. The genre came into being in 1938 at 
Fiction House Comics with the creation of SHEENA who 
starred in the JUMBO COMICS title. JUNGLE COMICS, 
‘named after Fiction House's pulp magazine, followed soon 
after and added CAMILLA to an ever growing roster of 
Jungle gis 
‘The hey day for the jungle girls was the late 1940's when 
‘ther publishers launched RULAH, PRINCESS PANTHA, 
‘TYGRA and even JUDY OF THE JUNGLE. Fiction House 
folded in 1953 bringing an end to Sheena’s four color ca- 
reer. Atlas Comies (Marvel) was quick to launch LORNA, 
JUNGLE QUEEN as her blonde-tressed replacement. 
Lome's companion magazines included JANN OF THE 
JUNGLE and JUNGLE ACTION featuring LEOPARD 
GIRL. These titles did not last long after the comics code 
was implemented. 
Beginning in 1942 and running into the mid-1950s was 
NYOKA THE JUNGLE GIRL. Based on the Republic Pic- 
al, PERILS OF NYOKA, Nyoka Gordon differed 
from her sister jungle girls in that she was not a wild woman 
living in the jungle. She was more the female white hunter 
type and wore safari clothes, not animal skins. Nyoka ap- 
peared in MASTER COMICS and NYOKA THE JUNGLE. 
GIRL at Fawcett. Chariton bought her when Fawcett folded 
in late 1953 and continued her adventures in ZOO FUN- 
NIES and in her own ttle. By my count, Nyoka appeared 
in more stories than any other jungle gir 
In 1987, AC Comics purchased Nyoka from Charlton 
and continued her career with both new stories and reprints 
She appeared in THE FURTHER ADVENTURES OF 
NYOKA THE JUNGLE GIRL, JUNGLE GIRLS, 
CLIFFHANGER COMICS, AC ANNUAL and 
FEMFORCE, among others. 
nthe 1970's both DC (RIMA) and Marvel (SHANNA) 
tied short-lived jungle gisl series. Paragon Publications 
starred TARA in PARAGON PRESENTS No, 2 - DARK 
CONTINENT in 1970, Readers were introduced to the 
raven-haired "she-cat” in the story "Lair ofthe Beast Men" 
by Bill Black. That 18 page story has been slightly modi- 
fed, re-inked and presented here as a retro story. Being 27 
‘years old, it certainly qualifies. 


Here we meet characters you've come to know such as 
‘TC. Fremont and Janis Lawson. However, differences from 
the AC version are obvious. Tara's costume, for instance, 
and the name of her island Jungle Island in AC continuity) 
were later changed when the character was relaunched in 
the 1980, Additionally at Paragon, Tara starred in two is- 
sues of her own magazine. 

‘When AC began the long running FEMFORCE series 
in 1985, Tara was with MS. VICTORY, NIGHTVEIL and 
‘SHE-CAT from the begi 
forthe past 105 issues. 
GIRLS, GOOD GIRL ART QUARTERLY, AC ANNUAL 
‘and numerous specials. She has made mare comic book 

cesthan any other jungle girl character inthe 1980's 
and 1990's, Most likely she has appeared in more stories 
than any other jungle gil, excepting Nyoka, Sheena, Cam- 
illa and Tiger Gir, in comic book history. 

CAMILLA began in JUNGLE COMICS No. 1 (1940) 
and concluded in No. 151 (1953) when she was replaced 
by TIGER GIRL, the former star of Fiction House's FIGHT 
COMICS. She was drawn by many fine artists including 
‘Nick Cardy, Fran Hopper, Matt Baker and Ralph Mayo. 
‘Towards the end of her run her stories were cut to4 pages 
in ength, thanks to the ever shrinking comic book. In some 
cases, Fiction House edited earlier, lengthier stories down 
to the 4 page format. An example of this in found in the 
Fran Hopper tale included in this issue. The original was 
probably drawn circa 1945-46 but printed circa 1951. 

In 1987, AC Comics obtained permission from T. T. 
Scott, publisher and President of Fiction House, to reprint 
the Fiction House line. Inthe past ten years AC has resur- 
rected Coptain Wings, Sky Girl, Mystaof the Moon, Futura, 
Star Pirate. Lost World, Dr. Drew, Senorita Rio and most 
of their jungle girls. Re- 
prints of Tiger 
Girl, Camilla 
and Sheena can 
be found in AC's 
JUNGLE GIRLS, 
GooD ‘GIRL ART 
QUARTERLY and 
GOLDEN-AGE 
GREATS. Send 
$1.00 to AC for a 
complete cata- 
tog, 

Bill Black 
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AC's 
JUNGLE 
GIRL 

SERIES 

‘Hi angio Gia priced at 
5285, oxcept No.1 @ $20 
and No. 2 @ $18, Order 
‘AC Comics, Box 621216, 
THE FLAME Longwood, FL 32752, 


Postage: $7.50 
BLACK OWL No.1; Cave Girl ( Bob 


GREEN MASK IR ace 
Fs No.2: Gave Gi, Nyoka 
No.3:Cave Gitl(Powel), 
Tiger Git and Tara, 
No.4:Tiger Girl ( Matt 
Baker), Camilla (Bob 
Lubbers), Sheena and 
Tara. 
No.6:Rulah (2 stories) & 
Tiger Girl by Baker. 
No.6:Camilla and Tiger 
Girl by Baker (two sto- 
fies), plus Nyoka 
No.7:Tiger Git (Baker), 
Camilla (Baker), Nyoka 
and Cave Girl (Powell) 
No.8:Sheena, Ann and 
her Mate & Camila 
No.9:Tiger Gin, Camila, 
Sheena, Tara 
No.10,Cave Girl, Tiger 
Girl, Nyoka , Tara 
No.i1: Sheena, Tiger 
Gitl_and Nyoka, 
No.12-Tiger Gi by W. 
Baker, Camilla by B. 
Lubbers, Sheena “and 
Nyoka 
No.13:Tiger Git by M. 
Baker, Sheena and 
Tara 
No.14-46: Jungle Girl 
Wid Side, New stories, 
with Tara and her 
TRTTTI friends Nyoka. Cave 
Girl, Tygra and Princess 
Pantha. 


ALL HERO RETRO COMICS ANNUAL NO. 7 No.14: Also has Prin- 

Here's the biggest and the BLACK COBRA and US. PYROMAN Golden-Age classic cess Pantha classic 
‘est Retro Comic EVER’ Six JONES to appear in news from Nedor's AMERICA'S: Camilla by M, Baker, 
Golden-Age heroes who have ‘sortes set inthe 1940's, GREATEST COMICS No.15: Judy of the 
never before appeared in an Helping Mark on the art Fun to your comie dealer ta Jungle, Tang! by Jack 
AC story oftheir own debut in chores are Sephuaie ‘reserve your copy of ALL HERO Kamen and Tanda, 
‘ius annual concerved and” Sanderson, Erie Colle, Brad RETRO COMICS ANNUAL No.18:Also has Tygra 
‘written by Mark Hetke. Mark Gorby fro painted the NO.1— today! (Scheduled for by Saat, Tangi by Jack 
picked recond siring spectacular cover, 120), Tony February, 1998 release) Kamen and Shirt The 
champions THE GREEN Mangenell and Bill Black. In Jungle Git by Howara 
MASK, THE PLAME, THE addition to there sts new Nostrans 


BLACK OWL, PYROMAN, stories will bea 1? page ———e 
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ART BY FRAN HOPPER 


EEE EO 
RBS the) (1 z 
iy a een: 
aenaue, YAW] i 
Sil W = ees 
bid Y Hh elem 
g F SIGNAL PAR AND: 
te e f WIPE... 


SS 
Cpe NN PEE 
: a 

eal etccbe | | ea 
eae 


iv ' 
mn 


